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1. Principal’s Note      

Students, Parents and Guardians, 

The last six months have been unprecedented in our history, the 

challenges we have faced as a community and a school have 

been extraordinary in every way. The new normal that now exists 

may be with us for some time to come but the manner in which 

our staff, students and parent body have responded to Covid-19 

has been amazing and has made our re-opening a huge success. 

Children have adopted seamlessly to new routines and are now 

well versed in class-pods, hand hygiene and socially distant 

exchanges with teachers and other staff members.  

The new measures we have introduced around drop-off and 

collections have led to a more streamlined system that avoids 

bottlenecks and crowds. It has been successful due to parents 

and staff adapting to the new protocols and minimising risk.  

There have been many positive developments in our school that 

have emerged as a result of the pandemic. The children now play 

a range of socially distant games on the yard including; spike ball, 

badminton and skipping. This has led to more inclusion and 

happier break times. Outside time has also been increased to 

include classes in the fresh air, nature walks in the park and more 

physical activity such as daily 10@10 breaks. These are changes 

that add to the wellbeing of our students and we hope to keep 

them when Covid-19 has passed and normality returns for us 

again.  

Thank you, once again, to all the parents and guardians who 

have continued to support your local school by adhering to our 

facemask policy, which in turn greatly helps our reopening and 

has kept the children of Croom in school throughout the first two 

months of the term.  

Stay Safe, 

Mr. E Murphy 

Principal  

 

Listed are some of the different activities that have been ongoing in 

St. Mary’s National School: 

First Penance and First Communion was completed in the school in 

September. There was a huge amount of preparation for teachers in a 

short period of time and massive thanks must go to Mr. Richard Murphy, 

Ms. O’Loughlin, Ms. Barry, Mrs. Kennedy and Dinah for all their hard 

work. The day of the First Communion went off very well and the children 

once again did the school proud.  

 

 

 

(Photo)The First Communion Class of 2020 who had their big day on 

September 26th.  

Wellbeing has been a focus for teachers in the school particularly after 

lockdown and distance learning. There have been a range of programmes 

and activities for the children to enjoy that has eased them back into 

school life, rekindled friendships and cultivated others. 

Book Fair/ Book Club: In September we received novels and 
library books to the value of €1000 from Scholastic Books. This is a result 
of all the books that were bought in the Book Fair/Club in the last school 
year. Thanks again to all the pupils and parents. Unfortunately, we will not 
be hosting a book fair this November but we have lots of fabulous books 
in our class libraries that our pupils can continue to read and enjoy.  
 

Maths week this involved a focus on Maths Trails Activities, Games and 

problem solving. Classes could not be paired as in previous years but still 

enjoyed Math’s Trails, Tables Challenge, Math’s Boxes and Problem 

Solving.  

New Socially Distant Games and Activities have been a major hit on 

the yard during our outdoor time. Badminton, tennis, spike ball, 

paddleball, skipping and table tennis have been enjoyed by the children. 

 

Ms. Flynn’s Class (Junior Infants) We would like to welcome our new 

Junior Infant Class to the school. The boys and girls have all settled into 

school life exceptionally well. They are all working very hard and making 

some wonderful new friends. They are particularly excited for Halloween 

and have been busy making pumpkin displays and monster art.  

Ms. Holland’s Class:  We are learning lots about the season of Autumn 

in Senior Infants. Students have made scarecrows, painted Autumn trees 

and completed leaf and bark rubbings. We also did some Halloween Art 

and it was great fun making pumpkins and spider paintings. We learned a 

poem about Hairy spiders. We enjoyed Maths week. We made shapes 

and patterns. It was lots of fun!! 
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(Photo) Maths week-making shapes and patterns in Senior Infants

 

Ms. Kiely’s Class: We have been very busy the past few weeks in First 

Class. We have been learning all about sinking and floating, subtraction, 

odd and even numbers and the different types of houses that we live 

in.  We also had a jam sandwich making competition with our partners. 

We didn’t taste the sandwiches but they looked really tasty and Jennifer 

the "jam sandwich judge" was really impressed with our spreading and 

cutting skills. We noticed the signs of autumn on our two trips to the park 

and playground. We are really looking forward to Halloween in this class.  

Ms. O’Loughlin’s Class: The pupils in 2nd Class have been very busy 

since we returned to school in September. Each day, during our 

movement breaks, we have been jogging laps of the yard and getting 

really fit! We are really enjoying the fresh air and look forward to it every 

day! We hope everyone has an enjoyable Halloween mid-term. Oíche 

Shamhna Shona Daoibh! 

 

(Photo) Junior Infants Pumpkin Display 

 

Mr.  Murphy’s Class: Third class celebrated the Sacrament of Penance 

on Thursday 10th September in preparation for the sacrament of First Holy 

Communion which took place on Saturday 26th September. The 

celebration of First Holy Communion was a wonderful prayerful occasion, 

a day on which the sun shone out as good as it would in the month of 

May. In recent days the children have been learning about Fire Safety, the 

importance of a working smoke alarm and having an agreed Fire 

Assembly Point both at home and at school.  

Ms. Henihan’s Class: Ms. Henihan's class has been busy this term! We 

got lost in the magic of David Walliam's novel Rat Burger which 

inspired lots of our character and plot planning for this month's genre of 

narrative writing. The students have made sure to hit their daily steps 

target each day with a brisk 30minute walk to the park where students can 

catch up with teacher and friends in a safe and relaxed environment. 

Maths week kicked off with a bang this week.  The students withstood the 

pressure to crown their tables king or queen and competed in lots of 

outdoor maths activities including maths quiz, maths hoops and tables 

champion.  

Mr. Malone’s Class: Mr. Malones class have moved to our Old School 

Building and budding journalists have produced a newsletter of their own. 

Please see the 5th and 6th Class Newsletter on this site soon for 

updates/news and a student’s perspective.  

Seomra Áine- (Ms. McAuliffe) Seomra Áine pupils have enjoyed 

returning to school and have settled in into their new routine. The day is 

full of lots of new exercise breaks, the pupils love getting out in the fresh 

air and meeting their friends. We go on a nature walk in the park every 

Friday and we have identified lots of trees. We did a traffic survey in 

Croom Village for Maths weeks. We counted 83 cars.!!! We are busy 

making witches and pumpkins for Halloween. 

Seomra Shannon- (Ms. Nash) We have had a fantastic half term in 

Seomra Shannon! Lots of active learning has been taking place. We have 

learned how to write procedures. We made some spooky lava lamps to 

show our new procedural skills! We used vegetable oil, food colouring and 

an Alka-Seltzer tablet. We mixed these ingredients in a glass jar and 

watched the lava lamp come to life. It was a really exciting experiment! 

This experiment could definitely be tried at home! 

 

(Photo) Junior Infants enjoy a Maths trail in our sensory garden 

• Upcoming events: Halloween Dress-up Friday 23rd 

October, children finish at 12 pm.  


