
 

 

Environmental Sustainability Policy  

 

Introduction  

It is the policy of St. Mary’s N.S. to foster in the children love, respect and appreciation of all living 

things and their environment and to become active agents in the conservation of environment for 

future generations. Participating in the Green-Schools – a European educational programme, we 

hope to promote responsible behaviour among the children and the wider school community.  

 

Rationale 

To enable the child to live as an informed and caring member of Local, National, European and 

Global Communities 

To promote the stewardship of the school grounds.  

To educate our students in sound sustainability practices that can be applied throughout life.  

Consciously consider and model sustainable practices in the management of school facilities. 

Through explanation, investigation and hands-on experiences the children will acquire skills to help 

care for our environment immediately and have a long-term impact. 

 

Policy Statement  

Our school received its first Green Flag in 2004. The flag is flown outside the school and it is a source 

of great pride. Every school that has been granted the Green Flag is reviewed every two years. 

During the review the school must show that it has maintained the achievements of the previous 

two years and built on them by expanding its original programme and meeting new targets.  

Our policy will address the four core areas of sustainability; biodiversity, waste, water and energy.  

Biodiversity  

• Aim to plant indigenous and native flora as preferred vegetation  

• Identify areas for improved planting of trees  



• Aim to balance the school ecosystem to attract more native fauna 

• Develop Bee Hotel and other habitats for native species 

• Continue with vegetable patch with younger classes 

 

Waste  

• Reduce the amount of waste, which will reduce the cost of waste management  

• Educate and put into practice within the school community the principles of reduce, reuse, recycle . 

• Introduce The Lunch Bag in an attempt to reduce waste from unwanted lunches.  

 

Water  

• Educate the school community about ways to reduce water usage  

• Monitor water usage where practical  

• Aim to ensure water efficient equipment is used throughout schoo l and is considered when 

conducting maintenance work 

• Turn off the water mains when school is closed over the holidays  

 

Energy  

• Aim to ensure energy efficient equipment is used throughout the school, including lighting  

• Control energy consumption to reduce the impact on the natural environment  

• Educate the school community about best practice use of energy  

 

Implementation  

To ensure the effective implementation of this policy, under the direction of the Principal, St Mary’s 

will:  

• Have a long term rather than short term view of environmental sustainability  

• Assign and monitor roles and responsibilities of implementation  

• Maintain an Environment Committee at the School to affect the implementation of this policy  

• Request the Environment Committee report annually to the school community on the progress of 

activities under this policy • 

 Address the National Curriculum’s cross curricular priorities (sustainability)  

• Access grants where possible to assist with the implementation of this policy  

• Consider cost effectiveness (balancing practicality with environmental sustainability)  



Green Schools Committee  

• Principal 

• Mrs. Kennedy 

• MS. Flynn 

• Ms. McAuliffe  

• Class Teachers  

• BoM members 

• Students  

 

Green Code  

We will  

1- put our litter in the proper bins.  

2- turn off unnecessary lights.  

3- Close all doors when we leave rooms.  

4- not waste hand towels.  

5- make sure that all taps are turned off.  

6- compost dead flowers.  

7- not waste pages of our copies.  

8- try to cycle or walk to school more.  

9- carpool.  

 

Travel Code  

1- Walk or cycle when you can.  

2- Walk on the right side of the road.  

3- Look left and right when crossing.  

4- Cycle on the left.  

5- Always wear a helmet.  

6- Always wear your seatbelt. 


