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1. Principal’s Note      

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We now come to the end of what has been a very busy and 

enjoyable term in St. Mary’s National School. Thank you to all the 

parents, guardians and local businesses that have supported the 

school since we returned last September. The school will 

continue to try and maintain a happy, safe environment for each 

one of our students in 2023. 

Finally, the staff and management of the school would like to wish 

you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mr. E Murphy (Principal)  

 

Listed below are some of the different activities that have 

been ongoing in St. Mary’s NS in the first term:  

• BLAST: We are thrilled to have been awarded a BLAST 

Artist Residency from the Department of Education. The 

artist who will be attending our school to work on a 

songwriting project is Damien Drea. We look forward to 

Damien bringing live arts to the students and teachers of 

Croom N.S. 

• The Book Fair:  Unfortunately, we haven’t the space 

this year to hold a book fair. However, this term we ran a 

very successful book club. The pupils ordered some 

fabulous books from the book club leaflet and there was 

great excitement last week when the books arrived in the 

school. For every €1 that’s spent on a book order the 

school receives 20c in free books. We look forward to 

receiving free books to the value of €150 for our class 

libraries. Happy reading guys! 

• Roots of Empathy: Roots of Empathy is an evidence-

based programme delivered in Primary Schools. It has 

been proven to reduce aggression and increase 

empathy among children of all ages. We are very lucky 

in St Mary’s to have baby Jack and his mum Sinead to 

help us deliver this programme. Jack visits the junior/ 

senior infant classroom where he then becomes the 

teacher as the children observe his development and 

learn to label his feelings. The pupils are so excited 

when Jack visits. They sing, chat and observe Jack with 

his mum. It really is a wonderful program and the pupils 

learn so much as they as they watch Jack grow.  

• Clever Clogs Creche: Clever Clogs creche have moved 

into the old school building and offer breakfast club and 

homework club to students.  

• Literacy Lift Off: Literacy Lift Off is taking place in 

Junior/Senior Infants and Senior Infants/1st Class. It is a 

daily literacy hour which takes place in the classroom. 

This is facilitated through station teaching in both 

classes. This means the pupils are involved in 10-minute 

rotating sessions on a range of literacy activities. Each 

child brings home a levelled reader each evening. All 

pupils are thoroughly enjoying Literacy Lift Off.  
• Reading Recovery is an early Literacy Intervention. 

Children receive daily 30-minute individualised 

instruction with a specially trained teacher. The goal is 

for children to become efficient language and literacy 

learners. We have a library of new books that the 

children in the programme have access to. All pupils 

involved in the programme are making great progress! 

• LEGO: We are delighted to have been funded to 

participate in the First Lego League Discover 

Programme and cannot wait for our Junior Infant to 2nd 

Classes to participate in this programme next term. We 

cannot wait to see the amazing creations of our 

future engineers! (See photo below)  

 
• Christmas Carols Service in St. Mary’s Church- 

This event proved to be a major success with 

performances from each classroom. The school choir 

added support with the junior infants performing their 

nativity. Thank you to all the teachers and particularly 

Mr. Wallace for organising this wonderful Christmas 

celebration of talent in our school. 

• The schoolboys Gaelic Football team, captained by 

Aden France won the South Limerick Cumann na 

mbunscol title earlier this school year.  They were 

presented with their medals on Friday 16th December as 

part of the school assembly by Limerick Senior 

Footballer Iain Corbett. 

• The schoolgirls Gaelic Football team, captained by 

Jen O’Brien were defeated by Hospital in the South 

Limerick Cumann na mbunscol final.  A match football 

signed by Iain Corbett was raffled among the girls to 
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acknowledge the tremendous effort that they all put into 

training this school year. 

 

 

Ms. Nash’s Class:  We have loved the lead up to Christmas in 

Junior and Senior Infants. We got such a surprise when Santa 

paid us a visit. We have had great fun with Santa's elf, Jingles. 

The highlight of December has been our fantastic Christmas play. 

Lots of boys and girls were nervous, but put on a performance to 

remember on the night! 

Mr. Wallace’s Class: We enjoyed spending time outdoors 

carrying out Maths Trails during Maths Week. Ms. Kiely's class 

came to visit us during Science Week and showed us some 

fantastic experiments. Thank you, Ms. Kiely’s Class! 

Ms. O’Loughlin’s Class: The 4th Class children have done a 

lot of practice with the tin whistle this term. They played three 

tunes for the Christmas Carol Service accompanied by Mr. 

Wallace on the keyboard. The music sounded beautiful in the 

church. Well done to all. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year! Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir! 

Mr.  Murphy’s Class: Mr. Murphy’s third class have been 

learning all about the season of Advent and Christmas through 

story, song, and poetry in both Irish and English.  As part of their 

craftwork, they have each built a wooden rocking chair…an ideal 

seat for the elf on the shelf! 

Ms. Buckley/Ms. Henihan’s Class:  the second-class 

classroom, we have been very busy preparing for Christmas. We 

loved rehearsing for our Christmas Concert and learning the 

festive poems and carols. We really enjoyed working with all the 

other classes in putting on such a great show! We celebrated 

Science Week in November and we learned all about gravity 

using a hairdryer and a ping pong ball! We also learned about the 

water cycle and we even got to “take a rainbow for a walk”!  

Ms. Cagney’s Class: The 5th class have had a very enjoyable 

and industrious 1st term.  They have been very lucky to get the 

opportunity to interview Irish Olympian Thomas Maloney 

Westgaard and even earned the ‘Dare to Believe’ flag for the 

school. 5th class are currently completing the ‘Junior 

Achievement’ Programme with Ms. Karen McGrath at Dell.  We 

extend a special word of thanks to Karen for providing us with the 

innovative and activity-based programme. From all at 5th class 

Nollaig Shona Dhaoibh! 

Mr. Malone’s Class: 6th Class have been very busy and active 

leading up to Christmas this year. They have been engaging in a 

‘Run Around Europe Challenge’ every morning for 10@10.  They 

have also been working very hard in class creating various SESE 

projects on different Christmas traditions throughout the world, as 

well as doing lots of Christmas craftwork including the 

construction of Christmas logs. (See photo below)  

 

Seomra Joanne: We have been very busy in Seomra Joanne 

preparing clay snowmen and painting Robins for the festive 

season! We have been to Liskennet for riding lessons and we 

thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas Carol Service!  

Seomra Monica: We made hot chocolate and rice crispy buns. 

All agreed they were very delicious because they were 

homemade. We journeyed to Liskennet twice. Some of us rode 

the horses and some of us led. A donkey had a foal while we 

were there the second time. 

School events taking place in the New Year: 

• Christmas Eve Mass- The school Choir will perform at the 

Christmas Eve mass in Croom Parish Church at 5pm. Major 

thanks to Mr. Lynch & Mr. Wallace for facilitating this event 

• January- Annual HSE screening for Eyes and Ears in 

Junior Infants 

• After school choir- 3rd-6th Class starting Jan 11th- more 

information to follow.  
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