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1. Principal’s Note      

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Christmas is a great time of the year here in St. Mary’s National 

School. The Nativity rehearsals, Santa visits and choir practice 

are just some of the activities that help to create such a wonderful 

Christmas spirit in the classrooms and on the corridors. This year 

was our first involvement in the community concert, aptly named, 

“Christmas Spirit in Croom.” This proved to be a huge success 

and our Junior Infants and choir really shone on the night. The 

students performed to such a high level that every teacher, parent 

and guardian involved should feel very proud.  

We continue to be a very active and busy school, especially at 

this time of year, with each teacher putting huge effort into making 

the Christmas period as special as possible for each child. Our 

assemblies continue to acknowledge and award children for their 

efforts across the curriculum with individual and class awards. 

Events such as the School Book Fair illustrated again the co-

operation between the school and the wider community and this 

ultimately benefits the children in the opportunities that we as a 

school can offer.  

The staff and management of the school would like to wish you all 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. E Murphy   (Principal)  

 

Listed below are some of the different activities that have 

been ongoing in St. Mary’s NS in the first term: 

• The Book Fair   21st - 28th November- Well done to 

the winners of our book fair poster competition: Clara 

O'Rourke, Finn Daly, Aoibhinn O'Donovan, Aidan 

O'Brien, Kacper Kaszuba, Sive Galvin, Patrick Hogan, 

Ryan O'Carroll. Thanks to Josephine and Jackie and all 

who helped during this week. A special thanks to the 5th 

and 6th class children who helped our younger pupils to 

choose books and who read exciting stories to them. As 

a result of the huge amount of books bought we will be 

getting new books to the value of €671 for our school 

library. A special thanks to Ms. Barry for all her efforts 

in organising this super event.  

• Credit Union Poster Competition - Our special 

category winners were Emma Dunworth, Laura Carey, 

Daniel Mulcahy and Stephen Murphy. They will be 

receiving their prizes on Monday 17th December. 

• Christmas Spirit in Croom – This event proved to 

be a major success with our new school choir and junior 

infants performing. Thank you to Seamus Dunworth, 

Mrs. Kennedy and Canon Fitzmaurice for organising this 

wonderful Christmas celebration of talent in the Croom 

area.  

• Science Week- As part of Science week experiments 

were carried out by senior students in all classrooms 

with classes then able to attempt the methods that were 

modelled. Science week merit certificates were given to 

students who made an exceptional effort.  

• A Big Thank You to the Men’s Shed for the donation 

of a Christmas Manger to the School 

 

Photo – Ms. O’Loughlins 1st & 2nd Class after their Christmas show 

 

Ms. Flynn’s Class:  Ms. Flynn’s class is busy preparing for 

Christmas. They have been learning the story of Christmas, which 

links nicely to their Nativity performance. Children have also been 

making Christmas decorations and cards. There was a special 

visit from Santa to the school on Thursday 20th December and the 

excitement reached fever pitch as he handed out presents for 

every pupil.  

Ms. Cagney’s Class: Lots of things happening in this room 

with a Be Active Student Committee chosen for the programme 

after Christmas, an Elf door (Home to Buddy the Elf) and lots of 

singing and dancing in preparation for their Christmas Show “The 

Raggedy King”.  
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Ms. O’Loughlin’s Class: What a busy term this has been 

preparing for our Christmas play! Each and every one of our 31 

boys and girls did us proud on Monday the 17th when they took to 

the stage. They really got us in the Christmas spirit singing and 

dancing a selection of Christmas songs. Well done to all! 

Mr.  Murphy’s Class has been preparing to dramatise the 

“Story of the First Christmas”. It’s wonderful to see the children 

enjoying speaking Irish in a meaningful context. 

Ms. O’Connor’s Class The class are currently enjoying Roald 

Dahl’s novel ‘The BFG’ and given the enthusiasm for reading 

amongst the class we decided to introduce a bookworm 

competition. As part of this initiative, children were made aware 

that it was not about the quantity of books read but the quality of 

their reading that mattered most. Students undertook an SESE 

project where they worked on a topic of their choice. As part of 

Science Week we carried out experiments with the aim of 

encouraging STEM activities. The students designed and made a 

solar oven, a periscope and a balloon rocket.  

Mrs. Kennedy’s Class: A group from 5th and 6th were selected 

to be involved in Limerick Youth Service’s research into the needs 

of rural young people in Co. Limerick. The children discussed 

what works well for young people – as well as seeking out 

information on areas of need within the community.  They also 

focused on themes outlined in the State’s policy on children and 

young people (Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures). The children 

also spent time rehearsing for their class show on the 19th 

December.  

Ms. McAuliffe’s Class (Seomra Aine): Seomra Aine did the 

Spaghetti and Marshmallow Challenge as part of Science Week 

which they demonstrated to Ms. Flynn's Class. They made butter 

out of cream, which was delicious. Kacper started his own 

business selling his Comic to the School. The students were very 

busy getting ready to put on the School Play. 

Photo-Santa’s visit to Junior Infants on Thursday Dec 20th 

 

3.Green School &  

The School elected its first Active School Council (below) it consists of 

Ryan O’Carroll, John Shanahan, Eoghan O’Brien, Anna Hogan, Rian 

Costello, Holly Lawlor, Katie Enright, Cadhla Reidy, Ava Mangan and 

Cormac Clancy. There have been Visitor Exercises for every Classroom 

in the school and the creation of an Active Slogan as we push towards 

our schools Active Flag. Our Green Schools team continues to push 

recycling and awareness of plastics and waste products through Green 

School awards every Friday.  

Photo- Our new Active School Student Council 

 

4. Parent’s Association Note  

Merry Christmas from your PA! 
Unfortunately there were no parents interested in filling 
committee roles at our recent AGM. The good news is that 
the existing parents agreed to stay on to keep the PA 
afloat. Hopefully all are aware of the current Christmas 
raffle which will provide the bulk of PA funding this year. 
Thanks to all sponsors and ticket sellers. Please support it! 
 
 Steve O'Brien (Chairperson- Parents Association) 

_________________________________________________ 

School events taking place in the New Year: 
• VEX Robotics- STEM focused programme involving the 

construction and control of robots by 4th Class pupils 

• Spar FAI 5 aside tournament- both girls and boys teams 

entered for the New Year 

• Christmas Eve Mass- The school Choir will perform at the 

Christmas Eve mass in Croom Parish Church. Major thanks 

to Mrs. Kennedy for facilitating this event 

• Be Active programme for Ms. Cagney’s class 

• School Closure on 25th Jan for essential staff ASD training 


