
 

St. Mary’s NS, Croom -Newsletter  
ISSUE #01 

June 22, 2018 

 

 

 Please see website for uploaded Newsletters www.croomns.ie Page | 1 

 

Contents 

01: Principal’s Note 

02: School Activities 

03: Green Schools 

04: School News 

05: Parents Association 

1. Principal’s Note      

With the last few days of the final term for the 2017-2018 

school year upon us, it is a time to reflect on the great work 

that has been completed by children and staff in St. Mary’s 

National School, Croom. From those amazing Christmas 

Concerts to a memorable Communion Day, and everything 

else in between, it has really been a year where pupils 

have excelled and invested a massive effort into their 

activities.  

It is also with sadness that the school bids farewell to our 

Sixth Class, who have proved to be great role models for 

the younger students. Their good nature and sense of 

humour will be sorely missed by pupils and staff alike. 

I would like to thank everyone that welcomed me to the 

school and to Croom in January and have made the last 6 

months so enjoyable.  

Finally I would like everyone to keep Sr. Helen O’Connor in 

their’ thoughts and prayers as she currently battles an 

illness.  

Have a great summer and see you all on Thursday August 

30th. 

Is mise le meas, 

Mr. E Murphy (Principal)  

2. School Activities     
Listed below are some of the different activities that have 

been ongoing in St. Mary’s NS in the final term: 

• Operation Transformation 10@10 and Park Walk. 

• Planting of Wild Flower Patch. 

• Weekly Sports Hall Athletics culminating in a day 

in UL as part of Limerick Sports Partnership. 

• Pumpkin Planting with Junior Infants. 

• Cake Sale to raise funds for Green School 

Activities. 

• Be Active Programme for Senior Infants in 

association with UL (part of the push for the 

Active Flag award) 

• Field trip to Ardnacrusha for 5th and 6th 

Above- Math’s Box presentation by members of PA 

• Trips to the Football Factory in Limerick for Class 

of the Week. 

• Teddy Bears’ Picnic in the Park (Senior and Junior 

Infants) 

• Hurling tuition on yard every Friday (3rd-6th Class) 

• Individual Class School tours to destinations such 

as Dublin, Ennis (Quasar/Bowling and King John’s 

Castle), Kids-town and UL (rafting/canoeing). 

• Field Trip to Liskennet providing local History and 

Geography Support. 

• World Book Day Costume Dress up.  

• Spar FAI 5 a-sides 

Ms. Flynn’s Class: Have been learning about the 

Tadpoles’ life cycle this term. A wall project has been 

completed and it has been a great exercise for the 

children.  

Ms. Cagney’s Class: Continue to work as a pilot class in 

the Be Active UL programme, increasing activity levels and 

training parents and teachers.  
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Ms. O’Loughlin’s Class: Have been learning the tin 

whistle and really enjoying the new songs that they are 

learning.  

Ms. Holland’s Class: The students worked in groups to 

present a project based on deciduous and coniferous tress. 

Projects are displayed in the classroom.  

Mr.  Murphy’s Class: Have been studying Amelia Earhart 

in History, the first woman to make a trans-Atlantic flight. 

Ms. Kennedy’s Class: Travelled to see the workings of 

the Hydro-Electric power station in Ardnacrusha. They also 

completed a forest trail with an amazing view of the 

locality.  

3. Green Schools     
As part of the Green Schools Activities and to reinforce the 

cycle of growth, pumpkins were planted in the school. The 

Junior Infants will take these plants home and plant them 

and care for them throughout the summer.  

To encourage biodiversity and to create an environment 

conducive to bees and butterflies, the senior classes 

planted a wildflower patch. We thank Mrs. Kennedy (Green 

Schools co-ordinator) and Mr. R Murphy for their help with 

this.  

Below-Pumpkin’s planted by Junior Infants 

 

4. School News 

• GDPR is now a major consideration in the school. 

A host of new policies have been approved at 

Board Level regarding Data Protection and privacy 

and are available on the school’s website.  

• Child Protection remains at the top of our list (as it 

always should be) and we ask parents to be 

especially co-operative with protocol. Some of the 

factors to consider are; 

*Please sign children out at the school office.  

*Please report to the office when collecting a 

child and not the classroom. 

• A new ASD Class has been approved for next 

September along with grants for a sensory room 

and 2 new Support teachers.  

• A new sensory outdoor play area will be under 

construction in the summer months in the front 

yard. This is in conjunction with the Pre-School.  

• A New Welcome Book for new parents/Guardians 

has been completed. This will provide a useful 

source of information for new parents on 

everything from booklists to involvement in the PA. 

5. Parent’s Association 

We've had another busy year and we're really happy with 
the way things are progressing.  Your dedicated 
committee has continued to organise various fundraising 
events and are extremely grateful for the support 
provided by the school and Croom community.  Funds 
generated went towards swimming classes, special needs 
equipment, communion and other school parties, Maths 
Box learning resources, and Finbarr Chambers' 
educational night.  Collaboration with the school staff and 
BoM continues to develop positively and we look forward 
to working closely with them in the future. 
I'd like to personally thank our committee, our regular 
helpers, Principal Murphy and his staff, and all who 
helped the PA to improve our children's educational 
experience.  We look forward to your ongoing assistance 
next year. Have a great summer break! 
 
Steve O'Brien-PA chairperson 
 

Events taking place over the last week of the 

term: 
• Sports-day: Monday 25th June 

• Graduation Mass: Monday 25th June @ 7pm 

• Presentation of Medals: Friday 22nd June  

(To mark a successful Sporting Year and the winning of 

the South Limerick Cumann na mBunscoil Football Final 

in Autumn 2017) 

• Teddy Bear’s Picnic: Thursday 21st June 

• Football Factory: Thursday 21st June 

• “Learning for Lives” Dress up Day: Tuesday 26th June 

• End of Term (School Closes for Summer Holidays): 

Tuesday 26th June @ 12pm 


